BURNSVILLE TOWN COUNCIL
Regular Meeting - Thursday, June 6, 2024, 6pm
Burnsville Town Hall

On Thursday, June 6, 2024, at 6pm, the Burnsville Town Council with Mayor Russell Fox and
Councilors Judy Buchanan, Randy Ollis, and Bill Wheeler present, held a regular meeting at the
Burnsville Town Hall. Also in attendance were town staff members Heather Hockaday, Brian
Buchanan, Leslie Crowder, Chad Fox, and Corbin Cooper, and visitors. Mayor Fox called the
meeting to order at 6pm and stated that the purpose of the meeting was to conduct regular business
for the month of June 2024,

Mayor Fox requested that Police Chief and Zoning Administrator Brian Buchanan's report be moved
up to follow the consideration of the minutes so he could leave for annual training. All were in
agreement to amend the agenda.

Adoption of the agenda - Bill Wheeler moved to adopt the agenda with the previously mentioned
amendment. Judy Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried. All were in agreement.

Public Comment
e There was none.

Consideration of Minutes - Minutes from a regular meeting held on May 2, 2024 and a special
meeting held on May 30, 2024 were considered. Randy Ollis made a motion to approve all minutes
as read. Judy Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried. All were in agreement.

Police Department Update - Police Chief Brian Buchanan presented an activity log.

Zoning/Code Enforcement Update
e Zoning map amendment - Zoning Administrator Brian Buchanan mentioned consideration of

a zoning map amendment request for 204 West Blvd at a recent Planning Board meeting.
The Planning Board members were in agreement to recommend the zoning map
amendment, changing the zoning designation from C1 to C3. Mr. Buchanan requested that
the Council call for a public hearing on the matter. The Council called for a public hearing for
a zoning map amendment request at 204 West Blvd to be held at the July 11th Town Council
special meeting.

e Flood Plain mapping process update - Mr. Buchanan said that floodplain maps are being
reviewed and it is possible that a few areas in Town may change.

Public Hearings
e Proposed text amendment for Zoning Ordinance Section 1106, Board of Adjustment.

o Open the hearing - Judy Buchanan moved to open the public hearing at 6:06pm. Bill
Wheeler seconded the motion, which carried. All were in agreement.

o Public Comment - There was no comment.

o Close the hearing - Judy Buchanan moved to close the public hearing at 6:07pm. Bill
Wheeler seconded the motion, which carried. All were in agreement.

o Consideration of the proposed text amendment for Zoning Ordinance Section 1106,
Board of Adjustment - Randy Ollis moved to adopt Ordinance No. 2024.06.06.01 An
Ordinance Amending The Text Of Article 11, Section 1106, Of The Burnsville Zoning
Ordinance Entitled “Board Of Adjustment”. Judy Buchanan seconded the motion,
which carried. All were in agreement.
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Presentations
e There were none

Councilor Denise Collier joined the meeting at 6:09pm.

Manager’s Update - Town Manager Heather Hockaday
1. Project updates
a. Meadow Road Culvert - Mrs. Hockaday reported that the project received five bids
with Young & McQueen submitting the low bid, which was very close to budget.

b. Lead Service Line Inventory
i.  RFQ for Engineering Services & Grant Management Agreement - Mrs.
Hockday said that she has still not received the Offer & Acceptance from
DEQ. With an October 1st deadline, an RFQ was put out and the project
received five bids. The bids were reviewed by staff, with McGill Associates
receiving the highest score.

Mrs. Hockaday explained an agreement with the High Country Council of
Governments for grant management assistance on the project. Judy
Buchanan moved to approve notifying McGill Associates of their bid receiving
the highest score and to approve the agreement with High Country COG for
grant management assistance. Bill Wheeler seconded the motion, which
carried. All were in agreement.

2. De-Obligation of the following loan funds from DWI for repairs to the WTP.
e H-SRP-D-17-0095/ DWSRP/ Burnsville Water Treatment Plant Improvement Project
e 2022/ DWSRF/ Burnsville Water Treatment Plant Improvement Project

Mrs. Hockaday gave background on the evolution of funding for the project, saying
that loans, attempting to get the project within budget, were eventually flipped into a
grant. A recent bid came in within the grant amount, so DEQ has requested that the
loans be de-obligated. Judy Buchanan moved to authorize Mrs. Hockaday to send a
letter to Mark Hubbard at DEQ de-obligating the funds. Bill Wheeler seconded the
motion, which carried. All were in agreement.

3. Update on System Development Fees public hearing on June 11 - Mrs. Hockaday reported
that she was informed recently of changes made by the Legislature regarding the design flow
daily average for sewer, being lowered from 120 per bedroom per day to 75 gallons per
bedroom per day. She said that in order for the Town to net out to the same amount of
money, the “percent of adjustment” for the cost of treating sewer per day used in calculating
the SDF fee, would need to be changed from 61% to 71%. She reminded the Council that
this is only for new development, not existing connections, and that a public hearing has
been noticed for June 11.

4, SOC amendment - The Special Order of Consent had dates in the agreement for project
completion. Since the Town and County have received ARPA money, the completion dates
have changed. The amendment acknowledges those updated dates.

5. Tax Report - Mrs. Hockaday said that the Town continues to collect and has sent letters out
warning some individuals that they may be turned over to foreclosure attorneys.

Clerk's Update

June 6, 2024 2




Dates for the Town Council and Board of Adjustment July regular meetings were set for July 11,
2024 due to the current date falling on July 4th.

A date for the Town Council August regular meeting was set for August 6, 2024 due to the Crafts

Fair.

Department Updates
1. Public Works - Public Works Director Shane Dale - Mrs. Hockaday reported for Mr. Dale,

who was unavailable.

a.

b.

She reported that the belt press at the wastewater treatment plant is back up and
working with a new pump installed.

NCDOT Accessibility Ramp and Driveway project - NCDOT met with Town staff
about their project to redo driveway ramps on NCDOT roads. The project is unfunded
but they have asked the Town to send a letter of support. She said that the project
would change the grade of the crossings to be level with the rest of the sidewalk with
the Town responsible for maintenance. NCDOT was also made aware of the Town's
need for assistance on other projects such as the East Main sidewalk and
crosswalks at Swiss.

The Council was in favor of sending a letter of support for the project.

2. Finance - Finance Officer Leslie Crowder previously provided a budget vs actual and
overtime report.

a.

Project Ordinance amendment, N. Main PD/PWD building renovation - Mrs. Crowder
presented the amendment that updates language to the project ordinance and allows
her to begin making payments. Judy Buchanan moved to approve Grant Project
Ordinance, Police Department/Public Work Building Renovation. Denise Collier
seconded the motion, which carried.

Mrs. Hockaday said that she has had several conversations with the project architect
regarding engineering services and we are hoping to bid the project by August. The
deadline to complete the project is October 3, 2025.

3. Fire Department - Fire Chief Niles Howell was unavailable. Mayor Fox reviewed the call
summary for the month of June, attached to these minutes.

4. Burnsville Town Center - Town Center Manager Corbin Cooper reviewed upcoming events
that included a variety of concerts and private events.

Council Members’ Reports
e Bill Wheeler talked about discussions at the High Country Council of Governments about

potentially available funds from the State.

e Mayor Fox reviewed a request he received requesting a letter of support for 26 additional
acute care beds at Mission Hospital. The Council discussed the situation along with a
previous request from Advent Health. Randy Ollis recommended that the Council support 26
beds at each hospital. Mayor Fox suggested looking into the matter further and moved to
table the matter until a later date. Judy Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried. All
were in agreement.

Updates from Advisory Boards and Non-Profits
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e Yancey Chamber of Commerce - Elaine Mann talked about the Crafts Fair, updating the
MOU with the Town, and how excited the Chamber is for the opening of the Nu Wray Inn.
She said that visitors to Burnsville are up 20% from last month.

Closed Session - There was none.

Budget Discussion - Finance Officer Leslie Crowder discussed changes since the last budget work
session. She said that the COLA was changed to 4% and reviewed the idea of aligning property
taxes to cover essential services and tieing other revenues to specific services.

There was a discussion on Police expenses such as the higher 401k match, State retirement, and
special separation. Future potential expenses of the fire department and OPEB were also discussed.

Councilors shared their thoughts on property tax rates with the potential of a decrease to 50¢
considered. Randy Ollis said that anything less than 52¢ is doing a disservice to the people that
have to manage the budget.

The conversation moved to the Cost Of Living Adjustment and a change from 3.7% to 4% was
reviewed. All were in agreement to set the COLA at 4%.

Water and sewer rates were reviewed. Recommendations from the newly updated CIP and ANP
were mentioned. There was a discussion of a 5% increase up to the recommended 7%. The Council
came to a general agreement of a 5% water and sewer rate increase.

The discussion returned to property taxes, with the Council agreeing to keep the property tax rate at
52¢.

Next Town Council Meeting - Budget Hearing on June 11, 6pm
Regular meeting on July 11, 2024, 6pm

Adjourn - With there being no further business, Randy Ollis moved to adjourn the meeting at
8:22pm. Denise Collier seconded, meeting adjourned.

Chad Fols Towr Clerk

T Koss B

T. Russell Féx, Mayor
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Ordinance No. ZOZ"LOC: .06.01

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TEXT OF ARTICLE 11, SECTION 1106 OF THE BURNSVILLE ZONING
ORDINANCE ENTITLED “BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT” (hereinafter BOA). THE ZONING ORDINANCE WAS
INTIALLY ADOPTED APRIL 4, 1985; AND AMENDED FEBRUARY 6, 2014 AND WITH SUBSEQUENT
AMENDMENTS THEREAFTER:

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Burnsville pursuant to Chapter 160D of the North Carolina
General Statutes and Article 14 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Burnsville has the authority to
adopt zoning regulations, to establish zoning districts, to classify property within its jurisdiction
according to zoning district, and to enforce and amend said regulations, district classifications and maps
from time to time in the interest of the public health, safety and welfare; and

WHEREAS, this text amendment was properly noticed pursuant to NCGS 160D-601(a) as evidenced by
Affidavits of Publication; and a public hearing was conducted at the Regular Business meeting of the
Town Council on Juneg,l 2024, at which time Council heard and considered public input; and

WHEREAS, this amendment is not inconsistent with the 2021 Town of Burnsville Land Use Plan in that it
provides for a statutorily required establishment of a Board of Adjustment.

WHEREAS, the Burnsville Planning Board met and reviewed the text amendment at its regular meeting
held on April 9, 2024, and further made written recommendation to the Town Council to approve the
text amendment, finding the same reasonable and consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan ;
and

WHEREAS, this proposed ordinance amendment is determined to be reasonable and in the public
interest as the North Carolina General Statutes require the establishment of a Board of Adjustment to
hear various quasi-judicial zoning matters and appeals brought by residents, property owners and
developers; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to remove itself as the BOA and appoint a citizen board to fulfill this
statutorily required duty and position.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF BURNSVILLE THAT THE
ZONING ORDINANCE OF TOWN OF BURNSVILLE BE AMENDED AND REPEALED OR DELETED WHERE
INDICATED IN THE TEXT OF THE AMENDMENTS, AND SAID AMENDMENTS BE ADOPTED AND READ AS
FOLLOWS:
1. Pursuant Article 14 (amendments) of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Burnsville and in
' accordance with N.C.G.S. 160D-302, Article 11, Section 1106 of the Burnsville Zoning Ordinance
be amended as follows:

Paragraph one (1) establishing the members of the Burnsville Town Council as members of the
Town'’s Board of Adjustment is repealed and deleted from the text. Paragraph one (1) shall be
amended and replaced by the following text:

“The BOA shall consist of 5 members selected and appointed by the Town Council for the Town
of Burnsville. A member’s primary residence shall be in Yancey County, North Carolina and they
shall own property within the corporate limits of the Burnsville, NC. The terms of the members




of the BOA shall be 3 years. The initial board member terms shall be staggered so that all
member’s terms will not expire at the same time. The Chair and two other members shall be
appointed to serve 3 year terms and the remaining two seats shall serve 2 year terms.
Replacement members may be appointed to serve out the remaining term of vacant seats.
Members may be re-appointed for subsequent terms at the discretion of the Town Council.
Members shall be compensated for meetings and trainings attended at a rate of $150.00 per
meeting/training.”

All other provisions of Section 1106 shall remain as written.

That the BOA Rules of Procedure Policy shall be amended by staff as necessary to accommodate
this amendment

This amendment is reasonable and in the best interest of the public and is not inconsistent with
the Burnsville 2021 Comprehensive Land Use Plan.

This amendment shall become effective upon the appointment of the new BOA members by the
Burnsville Town Council. Until such time the Burnsville Town Council shall remain seated and
authorized to act as the Town’s BOA.

A
Read, approved and adopted at _(Q_: 0 2 a.m.@this the (0+ day of 3 i\ﬂ’\ﬂ , 2024, by a vote
of ‘_‘f (for)and _ (D (against).

al=Yetsas

Town of Burnsville

By: m//ﬂ,wu/// %f

T. Russell Fox, Mayor

J.Chad Pex, elERK <

AW aam7A T

ORNEY for Town of Bu




PUBLIC NOTICE

PURSUANT TO NCGS 160D-601 and Article 14 of the Town of Burnsville Zoning Ordinance: The public
shall take notice that on June 6, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. during the regular monthly business meeting of the
Burnsville Town Council, the Town Council will hold a public hearing. The purpose of the public hearing
1o take public comment on proposed text amendments to section 1106 of Article 11 (Board of
Adjustment) of the Zoning Ordinance for the Town of Burnsville. The Public Hearing will take place in the
Burnsville Town Hall at 2 Town Square, Burnsville North Carolina 28714 in the Mark W. Bennett
Boardroom during the Regular Business Meeting of the Burnsville Town Council beginning at 6:00 p.m.

A copy of the proposed amendments under consideration are available for review at Town Hall.
All interested parties are encouraged to attend. Individuals requiring special accommodations for this
meeting, or for other questions and concerns, please contact the Town Clerk at (828) 682-2420.
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NORTH CAROLINA
YANCEY COUNTY

Before the undersigned, a Notary Public of said County and
State, duly commissioned, qualified, and authorized by law to
adxmmster oaths, personally appeared

Anna Webb

who being first duly sworn, deposes and says: that

he (she) is __ Business Manager

(Owner, partner, publisher, or other office or employee
authorized to make this affidavit)

of The Yancey Common Times Journal (The Yancey Journal
Inc.) published, issued, and entered as second class mail in
the Town of Burnsville in said County and State; that he (she)
is authorized to make this affidavit and sworn statement; that
the notice or other advertisement, a true copy of which is

attached hereto, was published in The Yancey Common Times
Journal (The Yancey Journal Inc.) on the following dates:

May 15, 22, 2024

and that the said newspaper in which such notice, paper,
document, or advertisement was published was, at the time of
each and every such publication, a newspaper meeting all of
the requirements and qualifications of Section 1-597 of the
General Statutes of North Carolina and was a qualified
newspaper within the meaning of Section 1-397 of the
General Statutes of North Carolina.

This 23 day of May . 2024

Lotsen ol

(Signature of person making affidavit)

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this (_& 3
day of




Russell Fox Councilors:

Mayor @oton of Burnshille udy Buchanan
Heather Hockaday
Town Manager/Attorney

Chad Fox
Town Clerk

Denise Collier
Randy Ollis
Bill Wheeler

(/
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June 6, 2024

Mark Hubbard

North Carolina DEQ

and

Fred Oelrich

Project Manager

Grant Management Unit
Division of Water Infrastructure
Dept of Environmental Quality

Re: H-SRP-D-17-0095/ DWSRP/ Burnsville Water Treatment Plant Improvement Project
2022/ DWSRF/ Burnsville Water Treatment Plant Improvement Project

Dear Mr. Hubbard:

The Town of Burnsville received the above referenced loans from the Division in 2017 and 2022 for
repairs and upgrades to the Burnsville Water Treatment Plant. On August 24, 2022 SWIA approved the
Town’s application for the conversion of the loan amounts to a grant in the amount of $1,345,706.00
(SRP-D-ARP-0128 DWARP Burnsville Water Treatment Plant Improvement Project). The project has been
successfully bid within the grant funding amount and awaits an Authorization to Award (ATA) from the
Division.

At this time the Town of Burnsville desires to terminate the 2017 and 2022 loan agreements and de-
obligate the funding for the above referenced loans. (H-SRP-D-0095/SWSRP & 2022/DWSRF)

The Town is grateful for the assistance and work of the Division. If you have any questions or concerns
please do not hesitate to contact me.

With best regards,

Heather Hockaday
Town Manager/Attorney

A




Russell Fox Councilors:

Mayor Judy Buchanan
Heather Hockaday Denise Collier
Town Manager/Attorney Randy Ollis

Chad Fox Bill Wheeler

Town Clerk

S— —

Grant Project Ordinance
Police Department/Public Works Building Renovation

BE IT ORDAINED by the Burnsville Town Council, pursuant to Section 13.2 of
Chapter 159 of the general statutes of North Carolina, the following grant projects are
hereby adopted:

Section 1. The project is being funded by the NC Office of State Budget and
Management funding from an allocation in the 23/24 State budget.

Section 2. The officers of this unit are hereby directed to proceed with the grant project
within the terms of the grant documents, the rules and regulations of NCOSBM and the
budget contained herein.

Section 3. The following revenues are available to complete the design, engineering, and

construction activities and a portion of the grant administration for this project:

Building Renovations Funds:
Grant revenues  $1,800,000

Section 4. The following amounts are appropriated for the project:

Police Department/Public Works Building Renovation
Construction & Related Costs: $ 1,498,919
Contract and Services Expenses: $301,081

(Designers, Architects, Engineering,
Construction Management & Observation)

Total Project cost:  $ 1,800,000

Section 5. The Finance Officer is hereby directed to maintain within the Grants Project
Fund sufficient specific detailed accounting records to provide the accounting to the grant
agency required by the grant agreement(s) and federal and state regulations.

P.O. Box 97 « Burnsville, North Carolina 28714 « Phone (828) 682-2420 « FAX (828) 682-7757 « www.townofburnsville.org




Section 6. Requests for funds should be made to the grantor agency in an orderly and
timely manner as funds are obligated and expenses incurred.

Section 7. The Finance Officer is directed to report on the financial status of each project
element in Section 4 and on the grant revenues received or claimed.

Section 8. The Budget Officer is directed to include a detailed analysis of past and future
costs and revenues on this grant project in every budget submission made to this board.

Section 9. Copies of this Grant Project Ordinance shall be made available to the Budget
Officer and the Finance Officer for direction in carrying out this project.

ADOPTED this 6th day of June, 2024.

T Rstt o

Mayor

ATTEST:
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Police Activity Logs
May 2024

Department Calls

11% § 14%

m Call For Service

m Side Street Patrol
= Vehicle Accident
1 Extra Patrol

B Vehicle Lockout

m Citation Issued

B Arrest Made

= No Action Needed

1 Business Checked

m Warning Issued

m Assisted Other Agency

M Assisted Motorist




