BURNSVILLE TOWN COUNCIL
Regular Meeting - Thursday, February 5, 2026, 6pm
Burnsville Town Hall

On Thursday, February 5, 2026, at 6pm, the Burnsville Town Council with Mayor Russell Fox and
Councilors Judy Buchanan, Randy Ollis, Denise Collier, and Bill Wheeler present, held a regular
meeting at the Burnsville Town Hall located at 2 Town Square. Also in attendance were Town staff
members Heather Hockaday, Brian Buchanan, Leslie Crowder, Niles Howell, Chad Fox, and Corbin
Cooper. Mayor Fox called the meeting to order at 6pm and stated that the purpose of the meeting
was to conduct regular business for the month of February 2026.

Adoption of the agenda - Randy Ollis moved to adopt the agenda. Judy Buchanan seconded the
motion, which carried. All were in agreement.

Public Comment

e Danny MclIntosh thanked the Town staff for all that they do especially in the extreme cold
weather. He also spoke about a friend and fellow volunteer firefighter Dennis Carroway, who
passed away recently. He said that Dennis served his community and country in many ways.
Mr. MclIntosh said that Dennis set an important example for young firefighters and he had a
great deal of respect for him.

e Chuck Ivey talked about the non-profit SEARCH and an upcoming meeting on Wednesday at
the Town Center. The meeting would share information on interviews with Helene victims
followed by a community discussion.

e Stephanie Johnson talked about the non-profit Rebuilding Hollers and their 585 projects in
Yancey and Mitchell Counties. She said that 144 of them have already been completed. She
shared an informational booklet and talked about fundraisers, specifically the Jeepin' to the
Hollers event on the Town Square. She spoke about the importance of rebuilding and lifting
up the Town and its businesses.

Consideration of Minutes - Minutes from a special meeting held on January 8, 2026 were
considered. Judy Buchanan made a motion to approve the minutes as read. Randy Ollis seconded
the motion, which carried. All were in agreement. Minutes from a closed session held on January 8,
2026 were viewed and signed during the meeting by each Councilor.

Public Hearings - There were none.

Presentations
e American Red Cross - Joe & Karen Ventrice were present to discuss the importance of blood
drives and distribute information about donations and the upcoming Battle of the Badges,
sponsored by the Burnsville Fire Department on February 27th from 1pm-6pm.

Manager's Update - Town Manager Heather Hockaday
1. Project updates
a. 118 N. Main Public Works/Police building renovation - Mrs. Hockaday said that
progress continues with a few weather delays recently, but the work is getting back
on schedule.

b. ARPA

i.  Main Street Water Lines, Contract A - As soon as crews and equipment are
available, work will ramp up on East Main.
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c. Lead Service Line

i.  McGill contract amendment - McGill was contracted to do the analysis side of
the project. Bids went out in September for soft digs to examine lines on both
sides of the meter to determine if anything has a lead related issue. The bids
for 1000 soft digs came in over budget. McGill has the ability to execute an
approved new approach, Statistical Analysis, which could help reduce the
cost of the project significantly. Mrs Hockaday reminded the Council that this
is a nationwide requirement and that the Town has never had any lead
issues. Judy Buchanan moved to approve Contract Amendment No. 1
allowing for preparation and submittal of a Statistical Analysis Method for the
lead service line identification and authorize Manager Hockaday to sign it. Bill
Wheeler seconded the motion, which carried. All were in agreement.

2. Toe River Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan Resolution - The plan is required to be eligible for

FEMA funding in the event of a disaster. Randy Ollis moved to approve Resolution #
2026.02.05.01 Resolution Adopting The Toe River Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan. Judy
Buchanan seconded the motion which carried. All were in agreement.

3. Tax Report - Mrs. Hockaday presented a tax report with a 91.43% collection rate.

a. Resolution to advertise delinquent taxes - A resolution was presented for delinquent
taxes to be advertised on March 23rd, 2026. Bill Wheeler moved to approve the
Resolution Ordering The Advertisement Of Delinquent Real Estate Property Tax
Lien. Judy Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

Clerk’s Update - Town Clerk Chad Fox

1.

Consideration of annual Town sponsored events on the Square - Clerk Fox presented a list
of annual events that the Town typically sponsors with stage usage or road closures. The
Council were in a general agreement to continue sponsorship of the traditional events on the
square.

New requests for road closure, Jeepin’ to the Hollers - Mayor Fox wanted to discuss the
status of several construction and infrastructure projects happening this spring at
neighboring properties around the Square. Mayor Fox moved to table the discussion of a
May 23, 2026 road closure for the Jeepin to the Hollers event until a special meeting on
February 18th at 8:30am. Judy Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried. All were in
agreement.

Department Updates

1.

Public Works - Public Works Director Shane Dale mentioned a kickoff meeting for the Bakers
Creek pump station repair project which will begin soon. Mr. Dale and Manager Hockaday
discussed the complexities of the Main Street water line project, explaining the process of
laying new pipe outside of the existing system, having to cover trenches overnight,
discovering several unknowns underground, and then testing before being brought online.

Finance - Finance Officer Leslie Crowder
a. A budget versus actual and overtime report was previously provided to Council.

b. FEMA projects - Mrs. Crowder presented a list of current projects and updated the
Council on funds received.

Fire Department - Before Chief Howell began, Mayor Fox wanted to point out how many calls
the fire department had to respond to lately in the frigid temperatures and thanked them.
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Fire Chief Niles Howell then presented a call report and mentioned the large volume of
structure fires during the recent extreme cold weather. He said that the annual service testing
is complete, and that the new side by side should be shipped in a couple of weeks.

4. Police Department - Police Chief Brian Buchanan presented an activity log and mentioned a
reduction in accidents due to the cold weather.

5. Zoning/Code Enforcement - Zoning Administrator Brian Buchanan said that he has
discussed several projects with floodplain and zoning related issues. He expects a design
review meeting to be scheduled soon.

6. Burnsville Town Center - Town Center Manager Corbin Cooper reported that twenty-one
events have been booked for February and thirty for March.

Council Members Reports

Updates from Advisory Boards and Non-Profits
e Yancey/Burnsville Chamber of Commerce - Chamber Director Juliana Walker said that

membership is growing with twenty-seven new members in January and mentioned
upcoming events such as the Sweet Heart Stroll and Member Gala.

Closed Session - There was none.

Next Town Council Meetings - Special meeting on February 18, 2026 and a regular meeting on
March 5, 2026.

Adjourn - With there being no further business, Randy Ollis moved to adjourn the meeting at
6:58pm. Denise Collier seconded the motion, meeting adjourned.

Cv\:é’f T/mex// /%

(/l. Chad For{, Town C/erk T. Russell Fox Mayor

< OF By,
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RESOLUTION
ADOPTING THE TOE RIVER REGIONAL
HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN

WHEREAS, the citizens and property within the Town of Burnsville, located
within Yancey County, North Carolina are subject to the effects of natural hazards that
pose threats to lives and cause damage to property, and with the knowledge and
experience that certain areas of the county are particularly vulnerable to drought, extreme
heat, hailstorm, hurricane and tropical storm, lightning, thunderstorm wind/high wind,
tornado, winter storm and freeze, flood, hazardous material incident, and wildfire; and

WHEREAS, Town desires to seek ways to mitigate the impact of identified
hazard risks; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of North Carolina has in Article 5,
Section 160D-501 of Chapter 160D of the North Carolina General Statutes, delegated to
local governmental units the responsibility to adopt regulations designed to promote the
public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of North Carolina has enacted General
Statute Section 166A-19.41 (State emergency assistance funds) which provides that for a
state of emergency declared pursuant to G.S. 166A-19.20(a) after the deadline established
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the eligible entity shall have a hazard
mitigation plan approved pursuant to the Stafford Act; and

WHEREAS, Section 322 of the Federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, as
amended, states that local governments must develop an All-Hazards Mitigation Plan in
order to be eligible to receive future Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Funds and other
disaster-related assistance funding and that said Plan must be updated and adopted within
a five year cycle; and

WHEREAS the Town of Burnsville has performed a comprehensive review and
evaluation of each section of the previously approved Hazard Mitigation Plan and has
updated the said plan as required under regulations and at 44 CFR Part 201 and according
to guidance issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the North
Carolina Division of Emergency Management, and that the plans have been updated in
accordance with federal laws including the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act, as amended; the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as
amended; the National Dam Safety Program Act, as amended; as required under
regulations at 44 CFR Part 201, and according to guidance issued by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency and the North Carolina Division of Emergency
Management; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Mayor and Councilors of the Town of
Burnsville to fulfill this obligation in order that the Town and County will be eligible for
federal and state assistance in the event that a state of disaster is declared for a hazard
event affecting the County and or the Town;



NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Burnsville Town Council hereby:
1 Adopts the Toe River Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan.

2 Agrees to take such other official action as may be reasonably necessary to carry

=N

out the objectives of the Hazard Mitigation Plan.
Adopted this the S ™ of February, 2026.

T K oneis P

T. Russell Fox, Mayor
Town.of Bumqwlk

Attest: m

J. @-ha/i Fox. Town Clerk

Certified by: %\ /\/&\K(SEAL)

Date: : %’_ 2l
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YEAR REAL PROPERTY PERSONAL PROPERTY TOTAL INSOLVENT

2025 $126,745.94 $2,927.74 $129,673.68

2024 $6,344.95 $826.20 $7,171.15

2023 $1,359.80 $818.93 $2,178.73

2022 $1,074.32 $230.21 $1,304.53

2021 $168.12 $168.12

2020 $227.63 $227.63

2019 $1,486.73 $1,486.73

2018 $265.65 $265.65

2017 $388.30 $388.30

2016 $487.79 $487.79 $384.08
TOTALS $135,525.01 $7,827.30 $143,352.31 $384.08

FEB. 4, 2026




resoLurion: 2026.02.05.0Z.

RESOLUTION ORDERING THE ADVERTISING OF DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE PROPERTY TAX LIEN

WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat. § 105-369(a) requires that a municipal tax collector report to the governing
body the total amount of unpaid taxes for the current fiscal year (2025) that are liens on real property;
and

WHEREAS, upon receipt of said report, pursuant to that same statute, the governing body must order
the tax collector to advertise the tax liens; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Burnsville Tax Collector has reported to this Council the total amount of unpaid
taxes for the current fiscal year that are liens on real property.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Burnsville Town Council as follows:

1. That the Town Tax Collector, Heather Hockaday, is hereby ordered to advertise the tax liens by
posting a notice of the liens at the Town Hall and by publishing each lien at least one time in one or
more newspapers having general circulation in the taxing unit, in conformity with N.C. Gen. Stat. § 105-
369.

2. That this resolution be effective upon adoption.
Adopted this 5th day of February 2026.

ATTEST: BURNSVILLE TOWN COUNCIL

o (. Y

J. deox, Clerk /




. " Shaping Communities Together
mcgill

Contract Amendment No. 1

Owner: : Town of Burnsville
Project Name: Lead and Copper Rule Revisions Compliance
Project Number: 24.00313

Original Contract Amount(s): $75,000

Contract Date: August 5, 2024

Amendment Request: Changes in Project Scope listed below:

This effort includes preparation and submittal of a
statistical analysis method for lead service line
identification to the Public Water Supply Section
(PWSS). Included is development of the proposed
methodology, submittal to PWSS, responding to review
comments as necessary, and implementation of the
plan to generate the random list of sites for soft digs to
reduce the number of soft digs to approximately 20%
of the total number of unknown services.

Amendment Date: January 20, 2026

Amendment Amount(s): $22,000- Statistical Analysis

McGILL ASSOCIATES
By: ‘«/ ""( l é

Title: Practice Area Leader

TOWN OF BURNSVILLE

By:

Title: Town Manager

MCGILL ASSOCIATES 55 BROAD STREET, ASHEVILLE, NC 28801 / 828.252.0575 / MCGILLASSOCIATES.COM
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F/A 3
Structure 7
Assist EMS 2
Standby

Assist Police

MVA 2
Public Service

Drill

Hazmat

Landing Zone

Brush Fire 5
Road Hazard 3
Investigation 3
Power Lines Down

Tree Down

Bomb Scare

CO Alarm

Smoke Det. Alarm

Stranded Motorist

Search

Vehicle Fire 1
Fire — Other 2
Rescue/Extrication
Cancelled Enroute 7
No 1
Call/Duplicates

Mutual Aid Calls 22
Total For Month 36
Total for Year 36

Monthly Call Summary
for January 2026

Vehicle Fire
3%

= F/A = Structure = Assist EMS = Standby = Assist Police
= Public Service = Drill = Hazmat = Landing Zone = Brush Fire
= |nvestigation = Power Lines Down = Tree Down Bomb Scare = CO Alarm

= Stranded Motorist = Search = Vehicle Fire = Fire — Other

Assist EMS

= MVA

= Road Hazard

Smoke Det. Alarrr

= Rescue/Extrication = Cancelled Enrout



Police Activity Logs
January 2026

S
o

Officer Calls

m Call For Service

m Side Street Patrol ;
GRS Vehicle"A'ccident*;z

m Extra Patrol ‘
m Vehicle Lockout

m Vehicle Stop 3
oA |

m Citation Issued

M Arrest Made

No Action Needed
1 Business Checked
B Warning Issued

m Assisted Other Agency

M Assisted Motorist

R o
Edu@atorCrivs.com



